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D E S I G N  G U I D E  
  

This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 48”x72” 
presentation poster. You can use it to create your research 
poster and save valuable time placing titles, subtitles, text, 
and graphics.  
  

We provide a series of online answer your poster production 
questions. To view our template tutorials, go online to 
PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK. 
  

When you are ready to  print your poster, go online to 
PosterPresentations.com 
  

Need assistance? Call us at 1.510.649.3001 
  
 
 
 
 

 

Q U I C K  S TA R T  
  

Zoom in and out 
As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the 
level that is more comfortable to you. Go to VIEW > 
ZOOM. 

 
Title, Authors, and Affiliations 

Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the 
authors, and the affiliated institutions. You can type or paste text 
into the provided boxes. The template will automatically adjust the 
size of your text to fit the title box. You can manually override this 
feature and change the size of your text.  
  

T I P : The font size of your title should be bigger than your name(s) 
and institution name(s). 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Adding Logos / Seals 
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can insert 
a logo by dragging and dropping it from your desktop, copy and 
paste or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Logos taken from web sites 
are likely to be low quality when printed. Zoom it at 100% to see 
what the logo will look like on the final poster and make any 
necessary adjustments.   
 

T I P :  See if your company’s logo is available on our free poster 
templates page. 
 

Photographs / Graphics 
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, 
copy and paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images 
proportionally by holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of 
the corner handles. For a professional-looking poster, do not distort 
your images by enlarging them disproportionally. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image Quality Check 
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they look 
good they will print well.  
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Q U I C K  S TA RT  ( c o n t . )  
 

How to change the template color theme 
You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going 
to the DESIGN menu, click on COLORS, and choose the color 
theme of your choice. You can also create your own color 
theme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can also manually change the color of your background by 
going to VIEW > SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working on 
the master be sure to go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue 
working on your poster. 
 

How to add Text 
The template comes with a number of pre-
formatted placeholders for headers and 
text blocks. You can add more blocks by 
copying and pasting the existing ones or by 
adding a text box from the HOME menu.  

 
 Text size 

Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you 
have to present. The default template text offers a good 
starting point. Follow the conference requirements. 

 
How to add Tables 

To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu 
and click on TABLE. A drop-down box will help you 
select rows and columns.  

You can also copy and a paste a table from Word or another 
PowerPoint document. A pasted table may need to be re-
formatted by RIGHT-CLICK > FORMAT SHAPE, TEXT BOX, 
Margins. 
 

Graphs / Charts 
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel 
or Word. Some reformatting may be required depending on 
how the original document has been created. 
 

How to change the column configuration 
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to 
see the column options available for this template. The 
poster columns can also be customized on the Master. VIEW > 
MASTER. 

 
How to remove the info bars 

If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have 
finished your poster, save as PDF and the bars will not be 
included. You can also delete them by going to VIEW > 
MASTER. On the Mac adjust the Page-Setup to match the 
Page-Setup in PowerPoint before you create a PDF. You can 
also delete them from the Slide Master. 
 

Save your work 
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, 
save as PowerPoint or “Print-quality” PDF. 
 
 

Student discounts are available on our Facebook page. 
Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon.  
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The Problem:     No clear understanding of  
how Montessori teachers and special education 
teachers are collaborating to meet the needs of  
students in special education in Montessori public 
schools. 
The Purpose:      To explore the ways teachers 
in Montessori public schools  incorporate the 
practice of  collaboration through the identified 
constructs: 

» Shared Planning 
» Frequent Communication 
» Shared Vision 
» Mutual Respect 
» Joint Trust 

The Method:         Qualitative, in-depth 
interviews with 10 Montessori and special 
education teachers  
 

INTRODUCTION 

Established Need: 
¾Consistent positive results in research 
¾Mandates 
¾Montessori programs 
Problem: 
¾Montessori Public Schools 
¾Literature Review 
¾Montessori Method 
Purpose: 
¾Embedded Multiple Case Study 
¾In-Depth, Semi-Structured Interviews 
¾Research Questions 

OBJECTIVES 

�Multiple Facets 
�Historical 

Approach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

�Legal 
Background:  

9IDEIA & 
NCLB 

�Inclusion  
�Collaboration 
�Established 

Constructs 
 
 
 

 

�Montessori 
9Dr. Maria 

Montessori 
9Montessori 

Public School 
�Special Education 
�Combined: Special 

Education and 
Montessori 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW   FINDINGS 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Time 

¾Organization 
¾IPLC 

 
Integration 

¾Deep Collaboration 
¾Collaboration Map 
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Assessing Collaboration: How Teachers in Montessori Public Schools 
Incorporate Collaborative Constructs for Students in Inclusion 
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Assessing Collaboration: How Teachers in Montessori Public Schools Incorporate Collaborative Constructs for Students in Inclusion 
By: Dr. Dena AuCoin 

 
With the current federal mandates of IDEA for public schools and consistency in research of the positive benefits of collaboration among teachers for students in inclusion, the need to 
explore the public Montessori inclusion setting created a topic of interest: the study of the collaborative relationships between special education teachers and Montessori teachers in a 
public school setting. 
 
PROBLEM: The problem to be addressed is the lack of understanding on how collaboration is implemented in Montessori public schools for students who receive special education 
services in inclusion settings given the documented positive effects  
 
PURPOSE: The purpose of this qualitative case study was to explore the ways teachers in Montessori public schools incorporate the practice of collaboration through the identified 
constructs despite the evident philosophical differences between Montessori education and traditional special education and the demand to support students with special needs.  
 
Research Questions: “How to teachers in a Montessori Public School build/incorporate _________ in collaborative experiences? 
5 constructs: 

• Shared planning, frequent communication, shared vision, mutual respect, joint trust 
  
 
Method: 

• Qualitative 
• 10 public Montessori schools, special educators & Montessori teachers,  
• 2 data sources were triangulated: special educators & Montessori teachers  

with a check for accuracy & reliability in a  field test 
 
Literature Review: 

• A reported 5000 Montessori programs are operating in the United States, 
which includes almost 500 Montessori schools that function in the public 
sector  

• Over half of public Montessori schools in America have sprung up in the last 
decade with a continued demand for more (National center for Montessori in 
the public sector NCMPS, 2013). 

o 1st issue of Journal of Mont. Research 11/2015 – 3 of the 4 articles 
about public school & inclusion 

• In a public Montessori program there is no restriction on enrollment to only 
those who could have afforded private Montessori. The result is the attraction 
of a larger than average number of students with special education needs  

• Established Collaboration Constructs 
o Shared Planning / Frequent Communication / Shared Vision / Mutual 

Respect / Joint Trust  
• Montessori 

o Dr. Maria Montessori  
o Montessori Public School 

• Combined: Special Education and Montessori 
• Similarities in: Individualization, Self-Care, Prepared environment, Practical 

life = an ‘Expansion of Philosophy’, not  a sacrifice 
 

 
Findings: 

• Consistency with Research 
o Understood importance of each construct, work as advocates for all 

students 
• Overall misunderstanding of ‘collaboration’ 

o Collaboration is not merely working in the same room, or being 
present in the same room, or participating in a shared activity. It 
requires dedication and care, with teachers working toward the 
established goal 

• Areas for Improvement 
o Need for Time 

 
Recommendations: 

• Time 
o Organization 
o Inclusion Professional Learning Community 

• Integration 
o Deep Collaboration 

! Establishing the relationship as an additional layer to 
expertise 

o Collaboration Map 
! Used to map steps to build collaborative relationship 

 
Conclusion: 

• “Collaboration is a Process, not Product” 
• Inclusion is built on the idea that all students are valuable in their abilities: 

o Children should be considered important members of the community

 


